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hen I was a little girl, I loved

stargazing. I was enticed by the

beautiful starry light and longed
for them to return as night turne to day. I
was captivated by the grandeur of space.
But, when I became an adult, the night sky
grew distant. I focused on day to day strug-
gles rather than the wide expanse of space.
My life was colorless and ordinary.

Yet, from time to time, I'd see stories about
meteor showers or space travel on the news,
and my heart would stir, ever so slightly. My
fortune teller said that the key to my good
fortune lies in travel.

As if by accident, I later discovered a town
known for its falling star legend, the
“wish-come-true” town, the star village...
and I couldn't resist. I dragged along my best
friend and set out to find it.
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Hoshizora park

The scenery spreading out before us shifts
and evolves with the changing seasons,
weather, and even hours. It's a view that
truly heals the spirit.
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Bisei Astronomical Observatory

The view of space through the 10lcm
reflecting telescope is exhilarating. I found
myself wanting to get closer and closer to
the stars. It will set your imagination, and

heart, racing.
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walk more slowly than usual, to
I let the atmosphere of this place
seep into my body. The clear air

feels so good.
People gather in the open-air market filled
with fresh, colorful fruits and vegetables,
and other local specialties. All of the veg-
etables are ripe, lush, and bursting with
flavor! You can feel the care the farmers

put into them.
I enjoy a trip back in time at Chusei
Yumegahara, the medieval village park.
It's an odd feeling, like I've stumbled onto
a period drama TV set! I find myself
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Hoshio Shrine

This tree-embraced shrine is connected to
the falling star legend. Wish-slips arrive
from all over the country, and the priests here
burn them to carry their wishes to the stars.

unwittingly taking on a role myself.

After our short time travel, we begin our
grand Star Adventure! We take in Hoshizora
Park, with its lovely view and the three
shrines marking the spots where the falling
star's three fragments landed, then
the ”Wish-Come-True” Lane, and the biggest
attraction of all, the astronomical observatory...
I look back at the star-strewn path we
walked today...

And somehow I feel I've grown.

I have the feeling that when this trip is
over, I'll be someone new and different.
Please, let my wish come true!
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Hoshizora pension comet

Enjoy a stay at Pension Comet, a boarding
house surrounded by trees and greenery.

Let the view from their glass-enclosed

terrace help you let go of time. The comfort
and the dining are sure to satisfy.
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Chusei Yumegahara

Step back in time to a medieval village and
experience the lifestyle and culture yourself.
The village is sometimes used as a filming
location, and the woods are so dark and
mysterious, you'd expect a ninja to pop out
any minute!
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Bisei Farmer's Market

This market features an array of local food-
stuff, both fresh and processed, as well as
local specialty dishes and souvenirs. It's got

so many delicious, fun treats you'll have
trouble ending your shopping spree!

%@ﬁlﬁ%%ﬂﬁh‘

IBARA Tourism Magazine COLORS




/%5\ JZ;/-;':‘\ %/Qjo

= 0 #EL‘E Ibarazutsumi

R
B

ANHINCH > THI 2 km, 800 AR IC 3 X Skl AR
HBHEL KT, WD DFL,

Here, a beautiful section of about 2 km
along the Odagawa river is lined with
800 cherry trees. The illuminated cherry
blossoms at night are also a must-see!

HE T H T 3616 HuAIE  Tel. 0866-62-8850

9 BE?EFIIJ)‘% Tenjin Gorge
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This scenic area along the Odagawa river [&ly
is great all year round, with Yamazakura
cherry trees, rhododendrons, river sports,
autumn foliage, and winter scenery.

HEF AT E S Tel.0866-72-0112
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At this famous cherry blossom spot,
you can take in the lovely flowers
day or night during the Ibara Sakura
Festival.

FeJE T RILHT 10367 HufiE  Tel. 0866-62-8850

Bisei Astronomlcal Observatory

A 101em QRS i 2 7 ENEHO MRFCR, ’HRARA
(e deH R By 2%y 7DRFIC KB A=Y 4y TV 7 bkETE S,
This is one of the leading public astronomical
observatories in Japan, and is equipped with
areflecting telescope whose aperture is 101
cm.On evenings when it is open to the public
(Fri., Sat., Sun., Mon.) you can try stargazing
with guidance from a staff member.

FEIR 5 TR A 1723-70  Tel. 0866-87-4222
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Bisei Spaceguard Center Exhibition Hall
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This scenic gorge extends from [&li
Meijiike pond. The stream has g
eroded the rocks and created several
falls of varying size.

TP EET ) Tel. 0866-62-8850

e ﬂ%{%lﬂ% Narutaki Ravine
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Here, you can learn about Japan's

space development and space debris
observation.

R I 9E BT K& 1723-70  Tel. 0866-87-9071

@ Eg‘c . Hoshizora park
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This gorge has 11 waterfalls, large and small. We  [=]
recommend the view from the centrally located

observation platform, where Ondaki fall and a:%:
Ninotaki fall appear to be one long waterfall! =

HEFHFUTERE  Tel.0866-72-0112
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One of Japan's top three stargazing
spots. It's home to “Wish-Come-True”
Lane, covered with luminescent stones,
and the “Wish-Come-True” Postbox.

T E AT 1165-54  Tel.0866-87-4222
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Chusei Yumegahara
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of an authentic old village with a market,
craftspeople's houses, and samurai manor
set amidst a lush natural landscape.

FEE T SEENT = 1115007 Tel.0866-87-3914
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Kyogamaru Green Park
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There's an camp site, extra-long E;ﬂ-

slide, and mini-golf course at this | .‘ﬂ_.;:l
family-friendly fun-park. i,

HEE T ENT1682-1  Tel.0866-67-2654
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Wakuwaku Dragon House
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This is an indoor play facility inside Kyogama- ~ [E]3ZecEy[E]
ru Green Park. In addition to play facilities for — JEH=R¥
small children like slides, a ball pit, and
picture books, they have an observation deck.

FEIFET R NT1682-1  Tel.0866-67-2206
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You can rent a Walking Bicycle,

where you stand on the pedals, to
get around the city.

T HTHT944-5
(FHETBIERNIT)  Tel.0866-65-0505
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Budo Roman Kan (Grapes Plaza)
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Come here to pick up Ibara's famous
grape varieties and fresh vegetables.

This shop's popularity brings orders
from all over the country.

T EFNT3535-3  Tel.0866-63-3126
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Yoshii-cho local specialty
products direct sales store
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This farmer's market sees a great
selection of local vegetables like Meiji
Burdock, as well as fruit, flowers , and
processed goods for direct sale.

BT 75 HENT 5 H4110-1  Tel. 0866-72-1645
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Bisei Farmer's Market
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This shop has a wide selection of goods like [=]&
vegetables and flowers, as well as local
specialty meat and dairy products, handmade
bread and more. It's busy from early morning.

JE 9% BT PE K 855-1  Tel. 0866-87-3908
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This area is western Japan's [&*Hs
leading grape producer, with a ;
wide range of varieties cultivated

both in greenhouses and outdoors.

Meiji
Burdock
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This burdock root grows thick and
tender, with a rich aroma, due to the

red soil of the region. It's a specialty
of the Yoshii-cho Meiji district.
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Local dairy products are the pride of
the area, made from rich milk produced
by cows raised on the Bisei plateau.
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Meat
products
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These meat products are made with
aromatic, flavorful pork raised on
the Bisei plateau.
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Kogen-so Villa

B JERTH RN 01525
Tel.0866-72-0112
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Hoshizora pension comet

FRI T 38 REIT R 2-60
Tel.0866-87-2926

Family Lodge
fjﬁ%’é% HATAGOYA
FrIE i W 1-13-3
Tel.0866-67-9858

@mﬁ Hotel Rekijoso

FEIE TRy 717
Tel.0866-62-0236

j(% Business Inn Daisyo
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Kyogamaru Auto Camp Ground

FEE N7 1682-1
Tel.0866-67-3511

FI A 272-2
Tel.0866-62-0970
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Bisel, the town where wishes come true.
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@ &2 Takahoshi Shrine
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Denchu Art Museum
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This museum has a collection of
works from master Japanese sculptor
and Order of Cultural Merit recipi-
ent Denchu Hirakushi.

FH g HHHT315 Tel.0866-62-8787

© HEERIR Ll B

Hanatori Otsuka Art Museum
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This museum collects and displays early
modern art focusing on the works of painter

Keika Kanashima, as well as Taikan Yokoyama
and Ryuzaburo Umehara, and others.

IR T E R 3-11-5 Tel.0866-67-2225

(CRZINSc ok F A

Yomeirazu Kannonin Temple
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The grounds here host the Sodegamiinari temple,
venerating the sleeve cast off by Nasu no Yoichi when
he went to draw his bow in battle at Yashima. This is
a site of prayers for success in school entrance exams,
job seeking and more, because the legend says Nasu
no Yoichi hit his target on the first shot.

JEE T PEIL R HT5512 Tel. 0866-63-1593

@ (237%&%‘: Hosen-ji Temple
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This temple is where they say Ise Shinkuro (Hojo
Soun) learned to fight and to study as a child

from high priest Kokan Ninsen. It also has a valu-
able collection of materials connected to Soun.

FEE T PEIL)5HT4841 Tel.0866-62-1660
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Takakoshi Castle Ruins
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Born in Ibara in 1872 (died 1979), he became one
of Japan's leading sculptors in the modern
period. He took an interest in sculpting as a
child and continued to sculpt even after the age
of 100. One of his most representative pieces,
Kagami-jishi, took over 20 years to complete,
and is one of modern sculpture's masterpieces.
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Nasu no Yoichi
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Hero of the Battle of Yashima, during the
Genpei War, who hit a fan target in a single
shot. That one feat earned him the control of 5
domains throughout Japan, and one of those
was in the Ebara village, present day eastern
Ibara city.

jt%?‘% Hojo Soun

@ %i@%ﬁ? Umakoshi kyohei
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He was the president of Dai-Nippon Beer Com-
pany, Ltd. and was called Beer King of the
Orient. He was later deeply involved with
Japan's first Beer Hall.

0 %iﬁﬁggﬁ Kyudo experience
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This Kyudo hall is home to a major
tournament every year. Anyone can rE
come and try real Kyudo (Japanese 3
archery) for themselves! =

R BT 1770 Tel. 0866-62-8850
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Ibara city cultural assets center
"kodai mahoroba-kan"
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The 1st floor hosts an exhibit of ancient materi-
als excavated within the city. The 2nd floor is
used for lectures or workshops on cultural prop-
erties. They also have a program of activities
including Magatama (comma shaped ornament)
making and archaic glass bead making.

FHe gt H T 333-1 Tel.0866-63-3144
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This folk show offers plays based on rituals from
the middle ages as well as stories gathered from
the Kojiki (Records of Ancient Matter) and
Nihon-shoki (ancient record of Japanese history).
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The people of the shrine wear Shaguma, or
wigs made with the long tail feathers of roost-
ers and tassels of red hair, along with head-
bands and bound kimonos, and bounce and
dance to the music of bells and drums in this
traditional performance for the autumn festival.

@ #)Ei‘:— 2\ Tbara Denim
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Ibara is considered the home
Japanese denim, with a concen=
tration of denim fabric facto-
ries, jeans and clothing makers,
and more. Ibara denim is
coming to be a valued brand of
its own due to the traditions

and skills amassed over its
long history.

History
of Ibara Denim
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m [bara became a center for cotton cultivation
and indigo-dyed (handwoven) fabrics
during the mid-Edo period.

® As mechanization spread in the Mei-
ji-Taisho period, manufacture of a thick

FEET IR S ICEE N R A7, Ibara is a town blessed with a mild climate
Hod, FRITEIHIH I 1 207 and bountiful nature. The current city of

A o Ibara was formed by the merger of 1 city
BEPEL. BUEOIIHA AL £ L7, and 2 villages on March Ist, 2005.

indigo-dyed cotton fabric called Bichu
Kokura increased dramatically.
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® One variation of that fabric was called
Urajiro (where the face is indigo, and the
back is raw or white), and was essentially
the same as that called denim in the USA.
They say this is the root of Japanese denim.

- BT T T 311-1
- HAE 133 27 5y
- JbfE 34 BE 35 4>

+ City Office Location: 311-1 Ibara-cho, Ibara
+ East Longitude 1337 27"

+ North Latitude 34° 35"

- Elevation (Max. above sea level): 650.3 m
- Area: 243.54 km?

- Population: 40,584 (as of January 2019)

Soun was born in 1432 and studied martial arts
and scholarship in Ebara village in his youth. -
Later he was the first Sengoku Daimyo, and s (R 650.3m

founded the Hojo clan, which would control the - MifE 243.54 kmd

Kanto region for 5 generations. (Some legends < N 40,584 A (2019 4 1 HERBE)
say he was born in 1456.) Ciik <BEo

Overview * M1E ¥<bH
of Ibara CEE Ry Y RFa2=T
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They say that visiting this temple

will bring health, prosperity, and a
peaceful marriage.

We 38 S St H

FHTIRF U AR D IR & 7% o 72 111K,
ITED 133 7<= R AR A RERS, m After the war, production of jeans made from
denim based on Urajiro began. Production has
evolved with the times, with quality today
recognized as world class, and a significant

portion exported to the West.

This mountain fastness was used as
a castle by Lord Ise in the Muroma-
chi period. The peak offers a lovely
panorama view of the scenery.

SRR HL T LT Tel. 0866-62-8850

+ Official Tree: Black Pine
+ Official Flower: Cherry Blossom
+ Official Flowering Plants: Pansy, Petunia
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Ibara Railway

The Ibara Line's adorable trains catch the
eye, and the station names, like Soun no
Sato (Village of Soun) or Komoriuta no Sato
(Village of Lullabies), are so unique!
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Hanatori Otsuka Art Museum

The beauty of the artwork, viewed in this
quiet space, and the Japanese garden main-
tained with such exacting care, left a lasting
impression.

This place surely offers exquisite views in
every season.
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Ibara Denim Store

It’s thrilling to see the various colors,tex-
tures and designs on display.

Best of all, you can get your own jeans made
to order!
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Takakoshi Castle Ruins

Strike a pose like a castle lord of days of old
and look out over the beauty of the land-
scape. How decadent! How lovely!

walk faster than normal, moving
I through the area with so much
energy I almost want to start skip-
ping! We wander with ease, guide map and
my phone in hand.
After a photo in front of Ibara Station, we
head to the art museum. We take time to
appreciate the beautiful pieces. I find myself
wondering how the artist felt, and what
skills they used in shaping each piece. Earli-
er I found myself lost in conversation with
the staff at the denim shop asking, "How do
you make this texture?" and "What kinds of

ARG BT HRFE S T 8

designs do you use?" My friend was amazed,
but I found myself more and more captivated
learning to appreciate real craftsmanship.
Next, we're touching on the history of the
area. We're on the trail of Hojo Soun, a gen-
eral from the warring states period with con-
nections to Ibara. I found myself lost imag-
ining the drama of the age as I looked over
old temples and relics. We walk slightly
slower to the Takakoshi Castle Ruins. We sit
and relax while enjoying the scenery and
posting our favorite trip pictures online.
"Traveling is so much fun!" my friend says.

So far everything we've done has been
something I wanted, so that acknowledg-
ment of pleasure makes me truly happy.

It's now time to move on to my friend's
recommendations. Let's see what new things
we can uncover and learn! I have a feeling
that when this trip is over, I'll be someone
new and different.

YRy

HIE oA, LGP EAROW - SR,
ZDON—V "B >TETHHERS LW RER,
RECH T 2P E R, RFEICO0T,
{ER S A DT HE AT TL o5 D F 7z,

Hosen-ji Temple

Ibara is the birthplace of Hojo Soun, a gener-
al from the warring states period. Knowing
that makes this trip all the more exciting.

We learned all about landmarks, documents,
and stories related to Soun from the temple's
head priest's generous explanation.
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hen I was a little girl, I loved

being helpful and advising

people. It was wonderful to see
the looks of surprise and delight on people's
faces when I whispered something new or
interesting into their ear.
Now that I've grown up, I'm still the same. I
love to tell people about delicious restau-
rants, beautiful views, and the perfect spot
for their next trip.
My good friend suggested this trip, we're
planning to visit various historical and
cultural spots, which is just what I like. I'm
sure to discover wonderful new experiences
to share !
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There's denim crafting, historical heroes,
and famous artwork overflowing with tradi-
tion. It's vibrant and exciting!

I'll want to sketch everything in my journal.
I just know some of that color is going to rub
off on me too. I can feel the sparks of joy
already!
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Denchu Art Museum

I was finally able to see the works of
Denchu Hirakushi who pousued his art with
a passion until his death at 107 years old! [
was overwhelmed by the power and will of
his carvings and his attempts at adding color
to his sculptures.

Rhythmical
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Denim Factory

I thought I knew about fashion, but there is
so much more to denim than I dreamed! The
care taken with the various dyes and raw
materials combined with careful matching
of fabrics, the potential is endless! The
space echoes with a powerful, rhythmical
sound. The uneven texture woven into the
fabric gives a sense of warmth.

The process of making things is a story of
love and dreams woven together.
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